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Activity name: Town Meeting on Offshore Wind Power in Cape Cod 
 
Introduction: 

A bitter fight has been brewing for the past few years on Cape Cod and the Islands over the 
proposed offshore wind farms to be located in Nantucket Sound (see Figure 1).  Cape Wind 
plans to use private funding to locate 130 wind turbines (40 stories tall) rotating at 16 rpm on a 
28 square mile site in the shallow waters of Horseshoe Shoals, approximately six miles from 
Hyannis and nine miles from Martha’s Vineyard.  This would be the first offshore wind farm in 
the U.S.  Winenergy and Sea Energy Generation Inc. have also proposed the creation of wind 
farms in the same area, but their plans are not as far along as Cape Wind. 

The wind farm could generate up to 420 megawatts of power.  Peak demand for energy on 
the Cape is approximately 440 megawatts.  On average, it is expected that the energy generated 
will meet 50 -75 % of the local demand.  The electricity produced on an annual basis would be 
approximately equivalent to that produced from 85 million gallons of oil or 500,000 tons of coal.  
A cable would be laid on the sea floor to connect to the existing Cape Cod power grid. 

The project is still in the permitting stage, although a data collection tower has been erected 
at the proposed site.  As part of their permit application, Cape Wind has hired Environmental 
Science Services to conduct comprehensive environmental studies.  The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers has been assigned to develop an Environmental Impact Statement for the project, 
which should be available in draft form in May and in final form for public comment by July 1, 
2003.   
 

An open town meeting has been planned to attempt to answer questions and concerns from 
the public about the Cape Wind proposal.  Both supporters and foes of the project are expected to 
attend. 

 
 
Figure 1.  Site 1 indicates the proposed location of the Cape Wind offshore wind turbine farm in 
Nantucket Sound.  Source:  Cape Cod Times (http://www.capecodonline.com/special/windfarm/) 
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Town Meeting Format: 
The panel members will be introduced by the moderator, and will each be allowed to give a brief 
presentation (including visuals, if desired).  After these opening statements, the floor will be 
open to questions from the audience.  Audience members should introduce themselves before 
posing their questions to the panelists.   
 
Town Meeting Panelists: 

• Representative from Cape Wind Associates 
• Representative from Save Our Sound/Alliance to Protect Nantucket Sound 
• Officer from the U.S. Coast Guard First District 
• Representative from a utility company using wind power (Denmark, Ireland, Waverly 

Power and Light, Cedar Falls Utilities, Florida Power and Light) 
• Dr. George Woodwell, Founder of The Woods Hole Research Center 
• Attorney from the Bureau of Land Management 
• Engineer from General Electric (makes turbines) 

 
Stakeholders in the Audience: 

• Members of the Cape and Islands Self Reliance Corporation 
• Members of the Audubon Society, the Humane Society and the International Wildlife 

Coalition 
• Members of local yacht clubs 
• Scientists/Physicians from the Harvard School of Public Health 
• Employees of the Steamship Authority (provides ferry service between the Cape and 

Islands) 
• Members of nationally recognized environmental groups (e.g. Greenpeace, the Union of 

Concerned Scientists, etc.) 
• Commercial fishermen 
• Members of the local Chambers of Commerce (owners of hotels, shops and restaurants 

catering to tourists) 
• Members of the Wampanoag tribe (live on Martha’s Vineyard and in Mashpee) 
• Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. – attorney for the Natural Resources Defense Council and 

Riverkeeper; family home in Hyannisport 
• Walter Cronkite – respected journalist, long time resident of Martha’s Vineyard 
• Employees of the SEMASS waste to energy plant in Rochester, MA 
• Employees of the Pilgrim Nuclear Power Plant 
• An environmental justice advocate, representing citizens living near the Canal Electric 

power plant in Sandwich (one of the “filthy five” in MA) 
 


